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Southwest Public Power 

Resources Group

Å35 not-for-profit, customer owned, 

customer controlled electric utilities

ïElectrical Districts

ïTribal Utilities

ïIrrigation Districts

ïMunicipalities

ïElectric Cooperatives



ÅSPPR Group Members

ïResponsible for providing safe, reliable, 

affordable energy to homes, businesses, 

schools, hospitals and farms

ïSome are growing rapidly

ïMany have power supply contracts that have 

or will soon expire



A ïAha Macav Power Service

B ïAk Chin Energy Services

C ïAEPCO/SWTC/Sierra

D ïAquila Irrigation District

E ïAvra Valley Irrigation & DD

F ïBuckeye Water C&DD

G ïCentral Arizona Water CD

H ïChandler Heights CID

I ïElectrical District Number 2

J ïElectrical District Number 3

K ïElectrical District Number 4

L ïElectrical District Number 5

M ïElectrical District Number 8

N ïGila River Indian Community UA

O ïHarquahala Valley PD

P ïMaricopa Water District

Q ïMcMullen Valley PD

R ïMohave Electric Cooperative, Inc

S ïNavajo Tribal Utility Authority

T ïOcotillo Water CD

U ïPage Electric Utility

V ïQueen Creek Irrigation District

W ïRoosevelt Irrigation District

X ïValley Electric Association (NV)

Y ïSan Tan Irrigation District

Z ïSulphur Springs Valley Electric

1 ïTohono Oôodham Utility Authority

2 ïTonopah Irrigation District

3 ïTown of Thatcher

4 ïCity of Safford

5 ïWelton Mohawk IDD

6 ïElectrical District Number 6

7 ïElectrical District Number 7

8 ïCity of Mesa

9 ïHohokam Irrigation & Drainage District
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ÅSPPR Group Members

ïServe more than 500,000 people

ïServe an area larger than Pennsylvania

ïServe eight Pinal County utilities



ÅPinal County SPPR Group Members
ÅAk Chin Energy Services

ÅElectrical District #2

ÅElectrical District #3

ÅElectrical District #4

ÅElectrical District #5

ÅGila River Indian Community Utility Authority

ÅHohokam Irrigation District

ÅTrico Electric Cooperative



SPPR Group Annual Maximum Requirements - MW
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Year When Resources Drop Below

Target Capacity Margins



Management Committee
(Meets Monthly)

ÅDon Kimball, Chair

ÅGary Ijams, V. Chair

ÅTom Martin

ÅGale Pearce

ÅTyler Carlson

ÅBryan Hill

ÅTerry Hinton

ÅKen Baughman

ÅRon McEachern

ÅKirby Chapman

ÅBill Cyr

ÅLeonard Gold

ÅGrant Ward

ÅWilliam Pezalla

ÅWalter Wolf

ÅCharles Wiese

ÅTom Husted

ÅDennis Delaney

ÅCliff Cauthen

ÅFrank McRae

ÅWilliam Stacy



Project Committees

ÅLegal/Participation Agreement Committee
ïRobert Hewlett, Chairman

ÅFinance Committee 
ïGrant Ward, Chairman

ÅMarketing/Scheduling Committee 
ïGary Ijams, Chairman

ÅPurchased Power Committee 

ïTom Martin, Chairman

ÅCommunity Involvement Committee 

ïDennis Criswell, Chairman



Three Ways to Meet Needs

ÅPurchased Power Agreements (PPAs)
ï2005 Purchases

ï2009 Request for Proposals 

ÅPurchase Existing Generation
ïproposal being evaluated

ÅBuild New Generation 
ïSawtooth Generating Station ïUnit #1





ÅInitial Loads & Resource Analysis 

ÅTransmission Commonality 

ÅGeneration Unit Cost Study 

ÅResource Modeling Studies

ÅSelect Project Manager

ÅSelect Owners Engineer

ÅPurchased Power Agreements

ÅThree Terminal Transmission Plan

ÅSite Selection

Work Completed



Proposed Site ïSawtooth

Generating Station



Why Eloy Site

Selected

ÅMajority of power going to Pinal County 

Utilities

ÅNear transmission hub 

ïUse existing right of way

ïUpgraded transmission towers

ÅNear major natural gas pipelines 

ÅMultiple options for cooling



Land Requirements

ÅFriendly Corners area

ÅLess than 200 acres required for actual 

plant

Å640+ acres optimum for buffer and 

possible future solar expansion

ÅInitial unit 480 to 625 MW combined cycle

ÅFuture ïup to 1500 MW



Sawtooth Generating 

Station ïUnit #1 Facts

Å480 to 625 MW - 2 on 1 Combined Cycle 

Generating Plant

ÅClean - Natural Gas Fired

ÅAlternative Cooling Possibilities

ÅUses existing transmission right-of-way



Combined Cycle ïWet Cooling

Photo from the Combined Cycle Journal ïFourth Quarter 2006



Combined Cycle - Dry Cooling

Photo from the Combined Cycle Journal ïFourth Quarter 2006



Three Terminal Plan


